
Newark Liberty International Airport's Terminal C, with the borough of Manhattan in
the background. (Public domain photo)

Drawn by fascination with the new mode
of travel, people flocked to the airport,
paying 10 cents admission to the viewing
area to watch aircraft take off and land.

LaGuardia today has four passenger
terminals, the oldest of which (and the
only original terminal from the early days
of passenger travel still in operation) is
the Marine Air Terminal. It was built in
1939 to serve the seaplane Clipper flights
of Pan Am as well as the land -side flights
from the runways. By the end of World
War II, however, seaplanes were no
longer a viable mode of long-distance
travel, and the MAT served only normal
land -based aircraft. While replaced for
most flights by a newer terminal building
across the airfield, the MAT remained in
use, and is still busy today with six gates
hosting the Delta Shuttle and several air
taxi and commuter services.

Across the field, the newer Central
Terminal Building is used for most traf-
fic at LaGuardia. Opened in 1964 to
replace an earlier building, the terminal
today has 38 gates handling 12 airlines.

The other two terminals at LaGuardia
are the Delta Flight Center and the US
Airways Terminal (opened in 1983 and
1992 respectively). Each is dedicated to
the flights of its parent airline.

LaGuardia has suffered considerable
growing pains over the years. While it
was a state-of-the-art facility when built,
it rapidly became too small for the vol-
ume of traffic. Various methods have
been instituted to limit traffic to and from
LaGuardia, including limits on flight dis-

tance, exorbitant fees for general aviation
aircraft, and FAA limitations on aircraft
type and size.

LaGuardia has two intersecting run-
ways, 13/31 (7,003 feet long) and 4/22
(7,001 feet long). Runway 13/31 runs
parallel to the East River with water
approaches at both ends, while aircraft
using 4/22 must either come in over
water (Runway 22) or heavily populated
areas of Queens (Runway 4). The vari-
ous challenges posed by tricky approach-
es and noise abatement requirements
make LGA an interesting airport to fly in
and out of, and that also makes for inter-
esting scanning.

Newark Liberty
International Airport (KEWR)

The last (and oldest) of the three major
airports in the area, Newark Liberty
International Airport, opened in 1928 and
served as the first airfield for the New
York -metro area. The airport is owned by
the City of Newark, and since 1948 has
been operated by the Port Authority.

Served for the first few years by a tem-
porary terminal and administration struc-
ture, the airport opened a new Art Deco -
style terminal and administration
building in 1935, with Amelia Earhart
performing the dedication. Hangars and
other buildings soon followed, all of
which served for many years. The admin-
istration building itself was the main ter-
minal until the opening of North Terminal
in 1953, and it has recently been reno-

vated along with some of the other orig-
inal airport structures.

For several years after it was first built,
Newark was the busiest airport in the
country, until losing that distinction after
the opening of LaGuardia Airport.
However, with the exception of a decline
in the 1970s, Newark remained a very
busy airport and is still one of the busiest
in the United States.

Newark today has three terminals with
112 gates serving 32 airlines. While JFK
is generally considered the international
gateway, Newark hosts many interna-
tional flights, including some from as far
away as Malaysia.

There are three runways ranging in
length from 6,800 to 11,000 feet: 11/29,
the original (and shortest) runway:
4R/22L (10,000 feet); and 4L/22R, the
longest. There is also one helipad and
extensive cargo facilities.

Scan The Busy Skies
The next time your travels take you to

the metropolitan New York area, or
through its bustling airports, don't forget
your scanner. You know what they say
about New York traffic...but this kind
isn't as scary as the taxis.

SLOPER ANTENNAS
By Juergen A. Weigi, 0E5CWL
Single- and Multi -Element
Directive Antennas for the
Low Bands

With calculations and
practical experience, this
book shows which basic
concepts have to be
considered for sloper
antennas for the low
bands. These
fundamentals are
supplemented by
construction guidelines for
directive antennas using a single
element or several elements. Previously,
gathering all the necessary information
to construct an effective sloper for a
particular application was tedious and
time consuming. You'll find all the
information needed for successful home
building of the antennas.

Some of the Topics: Vertical dipole and
sloper in free space, over perfect or real
ground - sloper with several elements -
feeding sloper antennas - multi -band sloper -
W3DZZ and double Zepp as a sloper antenna
- multi -element sloper antennas for multi -
band operation - special types of halfwave
sloper antennas and much more!
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